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on march 25, 2011, Jarvis Christian College held the 
ribbon cutting ceremony for its new nature trail.  After 19 
months of securing permits from the Corp of Engineers, the 
nature Trail opened. students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
guests, heard  mr. Juan merriweather, from the Texas Forest 
service, talk about the importance of preserving the wild-
life.  The nearly 2-mile trail passes through and around natu-
ral wetlands found in the northeastern corner of the Jarvis 
property.  The trail includes an elevated boardwalk exceed-
ing 1,500 feet in length. The plant and animal diversity of 
the trail area is still being studied, but at least 20 species 
of non-flying mammals of squirrel size or larger are known 
to be present, and more than 40 species of trees have been 
identified within 15 feet of the trail corridor. The trail will 
be open to the public on a regular basis. it was a beauti-
ful day and after the ribbon cutting ceremony, the attendees 
were encouraged to walk the trail. The two-mile trail winds 
through the woods with native plants, trees, and wildlife and 
marshlands on either side.

in recognition of Dr. goodwin’s diligent and hard work, the President saw fit to name the nature 
trail after him.  Dr. goodwin was instrumental in obtaining the $200,000 grant from the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department on behalf of Jarvis Christian College. one of the requirements is that the 
College match 25 percent of the grant. To date, Dr. goodwin said about $190,000 has been spent 
building the boardwalk, walking trail and outdoor classroom/pavilion.  The outdoor classroom is  
located adjacent to the north side of the meyer science and math Building.

Jarvis Christian College is transforming lives.  According to Dr. goodwin, “Biology and science 
students can meet in the outdoor classroom, and area schools will be invited to use the facility. 
scouts can enjoy the nature trail and study the plants and wildlife, also.”

When alums and friends come to 
the campus, everyone will be able to 
visit the nature trail which features 
a 1,600-foot boardwalk over the 
marshland. There are several areas 
that one will be able to stop and en-
joy the scenery, one of which  is the 
historic marker that was dedicated in 
2008. in the months to come, Wood 
County master gardener will assist 
in the beautification of key areas. 
Additionally, an Urban medicinal 
garden is planned and area native 
plants will be planted as well. The 
nature trail will be open to the public 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 pm daily.

Jarvis Christian College
Goodwin Nature Trail Opens
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 Nature Trail and its green surrounding
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The inspiration for the natural history museum came about at
the christening of another of Jarvis’ more recent accomplish-
ments, the March 2011 opening of a 2-mile nature trail, made
possible with a grant from the Texas Parks & Wildlife Depart-
ment. James Goodwin, an entomologist and professor of biol-
ogy, spearheaded the grant effort and the development of the
trails during Sebetha Jenkins’ tenure as Jarvis president.

This trail is 85 percent forested and replete with a 1,600-
foot boardwalk to traverse wetlands, and it has a covered pavil-
ion with restroom facilities. This trail is open to the public
every day, one hour after daylight and two hours before dark.
Visitors need just sign in at the guard building at the entrance
to Jarvis.

On opening day of the trails, college president Cornell
Thomas asked Goodwin what he was planning for his next

project. Goodwin boldly asked for an unused dormitory build-
ing to create a natural history museum.

“One week after the trail opened, President Thomas gave
me the building,” Goodwin said. “At the time, our collection
was only four cabinets of small insects like mayflies, dragon-
flies, horseflies, beetles and aquatic insects.”

Beyond having only a very modest collection, the bigger
challenge would be reinventing a dormitory that had been
unused for years. The building was filled with stored junk. It
also needed electrical and plumbing work and a working air-
conditioning unit to be suitable for housing delicate collec-
tions of dried plants and pinned insects and provide adequate
work areas for research. 

Back when Goodwin was building the trails, he’d relied
heavily upon the donated services of another entomologist col-

A Very Good Win and Very Good Friends for

Natural East Texas 
The idea and existence of the East Texas Natural History Museum at Jarvis Christian College 

in Hawkins germinated, sprouted, grew and began bearing fruit seemingly overnight. 

Will Godwin explores East Texas natural history with his students as they prowl the grounds of Jarvis Christian College looking for signs of insect life.

WoodCountyEC0813_  7/11/13  6:22 PM  Page 18



(903) 763-2203  |  WCEC.ORG

wcec.org August 2013   WOOD COUNTY EC   Texas Co-op Power 19

league and friend, William Godwin. The two had worked
together on past research. So Goodwin asked Godwin to help
out on the wetland permitting part of the trails project. That
relationship carried over into a partnership. Godwin joined the
faculty at Jarvis. The two then worked together to develop the
museum. Working with many volunteers including students,
other faculty and church groups, they cleaned, repainted,
rewired, carpeted and added air conditioning to the building.

With all of the help, it wasn’t long before the building was in
usable condition; but, Godwin said, beyond the small bug col-
lection, they had no other collections, no blackboards, no
equipment and no furniture. So they turned to what he calls
“the most valuable piece of collecting equipment, the tele-
phone.” He said he’d call collectors and say, “We have a deal
you can’t refuse. I can give you a climate-controlled room to
store your collections, and you can become a research associ-
ate. Your collection will still be yours, and will be well taken
care of, and we can use it for education and inspiration.”
Repeatedly, he and Goodwin used that win-win approach to
score numerous collections for the museum.

A father-and-son lepidopterist duo, Robert Nuelle Sr. and
Robert Nuelle Jr. from Houston, have loaned 10,000 specimens
of their significant butterfly and moth collection to the
museum. On his blog about the loan, the elder Nuelle wrote:
“That is one of the great things about the [the museum]. Col-
lections can be placed here for study and research. Our hold-
ings will form the basis of a good start in the area of Texas
butterflies and moths and joins other amazing collections like
Dr. Will Godwin’s Coleoptera—beetles and Dr. James Good-
win’s Tabanidae—horseflies.”

Another significant collection the natural history museum
was able to secure was a 5,000-specimen herbarium of plant
specimens from the U.S. Forest Service in Nacogdoches. At
first, the administrators at the Forest Service were reluctant to
deposit the collection at the museum because it was unknown
and small, and they were not certain it would be well taken
care of. Godwin called upon the Botanical Research Institute
of Texas in Austin, undisputed plant authorities, and asked
them to pledge to take care of the collection so that the
museum could deposit it. The botanists agreed, and, with the
collection now installed at Jarvis, a cadre of scientists visit fre-
quently to use the facilities for research and plant collecting.

Of the symbiotic relationship, Godwin says, “These scien-
tists would have to spend hundreds of hours to search for the
plants they are collecting. We take them where they want to go.
We give them a lab to work in. We save them money.” But, he
says—and here’s the “ah ha” moment. “They must agree to
work with our students at Jarvis.”

By any standards, Jarvis is a small college. It was incorpo-
rated in 1928 as a historically black college or university. One
would reason that students attending such a small four-year
college would not typically have access to major authorities of
science on a regular basis. But, with the installation of the
museum and the flow of visiting scientific experts, students are
now exposed to and can work with some of the foremost ento-
mologists, botanists and scientists in the United States and

internationally, from as far away as Russia.
Godwin says it’s counterintuitive to what most believe of

the college experience. Most think they must go to a large
school to gain the knowledge and access to the experts that
they need to succeed in the science fields. But in reality, those
courses may have hundreds of students, and it may be years
before a student works closely with top-notch experts. At
Jarvis, these renowned experts come to them. All a student has
to do is express an interest to be included in fieldwork, and as
an undergraduate, they will be outflanking all of their peers at
much larger colleges.

Since the grand opening last fall, the natural history
museum has made notable progress, mostly through the
efforts and contacts of Godwin and Goodwin. And although
Goodwin has now retired from Jarvis, he still devotes an enor-
mous amount of volunteer time serving as museum director.

“The museum has expanded into way more than a natural
history collection,” he said. He explained that Godwin is not
just a “bug collector” but a collector at heart. Therefore, the
museum has come to house crockery and pottery shards from
the 1800s that have been excavated from the region. Also on
display is a collection of vintage pelt stretchers used by trappers
and a growing collection of fish specimens collected predomi-
nately locally. Additionally, there are a fair amount of rocks and
minerals and also some taxidermied birds and small mammals. 

The museum also houses Godwin’s collection of paintings
by Dan Lay, who was among the first Texas wildlife biologists

James Goodwin volunteers an enormous amount of time and energy to
the museum he helped found at Jarvis during his tenure. 
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working in game manage-
ment and conservation. Lay
published many articles for
professional journals, and he
performed extensive field-
work in East Texas. His study
also led to the protections for
the red-cockaded wood-
pecker, which was placed on
the endangered species list.
He also co-authored “Land of
Bears and Honey: A Natural
History of East Texas” with
Joe C. Truett, about the eco-
logical impacts of humans on
East Texas. The paintings on
display at the museum are all
related to nature and his
studies of the East Texas
ecosystem.

For a museum that is not
even a year old, the Jarvis
facility is well on its way to
becoming a coveted place for
botanists, biologists and
entomologists to use as a
base for fieldwork. There are
now eight research associ-
ates attached. And in addi-
tion to the rooms that house
specimens, there is a small
conference room, two specimen preparation rooms, a supply
room and nine dorm rooms for sleeping quarters. Ultimately,
some of the sleeping quarters may be whittled down as col-
lections grow, and they need more space for those.

In addition to being an economic benefit to the region, the
museum and instructors are also available for scheduled class-
room and group field trips. Presentations can center on the
purpose of collecting and include demonstrations of how they
do it, or they can be tailored to a particular species. In the past,
for residents to see the types of specimens available at the
museum and participate in the types of activities held there,
they would have had to travel to Baton Rouge, Austin or Hous-
ton. “Everything we do is open to the public,” Godwin says.
“We thrive on more fellowship.”

The Godwin-Goodwin team has boundless energy and
enthusiasm for the future. Notably, the museum activity is not
part of the Jarvis budget, so all of its growth has come from
donations, loans and volunteers, but that has not seemed to
slow it down. Goodwin and Godwin hope that as the word gets
out about the activities, others will be motivated to loan their
collections. They are also seeking anybody with a love of natu-
ral history who would like to volunteer. They can use all types
of skills, from carpentry to pinning insects to label typing.
They can find ways for just about anybody to contribute. In
particular, they are looking for an enclosed trailer to help them

with their outreach. They
would like to be able to take
their show on the road to
schools and classes that can’t
visit Jarvis and to be able to
promote the museum at local
festivals and nature events. In
addition to sharing their
wealth of knowledge, they
want the trailer to gain expo-
sure for the museum and let
the public learn it exists.

Besides the educational
goldmine, economic benefits
and pure entertainment 
value of this museum for 
our region, there is an overar-
ching and important mission.
It’s to collect and preserve a
record of the local flora and
fauna of Northeast Texas 
that has been traditionally
overlooked. The process
includes identifying all of the
components of habitat diver-
sity and the microhabitats
ranging from saline prairies
to bogs to sandy barrens and
glades. The further mission 
is to guide global specialists 
to these areas for research 

to help further understand locally rare habitat types.
Creating baselines to determine how our ecosystem is

changing, counting and studying insects, collecting plants, and
studying habits and habitats of living creatures is a pretty
interesting way of life. Between Goodwin and Godwin, they’ve
practically been to the ends of the earth, studying and serving
in Asia, Africa, North and South America, Europe and Aus-
tralia. And they both have knowledge and impressive creden-
tials, wisdom, charisma and a love for what they do. But more
important, they want to share all of it with their students, with
visitors and with everybody who lives in or visits East Texas. 

Interestingly, these good professors’ last names, Goodwin
and Godwin are variants of the same ancient English surname,
Godewyn or Godwine. According to onomastics, which is the
study of the meaning of proper names, their surnames are both
composed of “god,” denoting either “god” or “good,” and
“wine,” meaning friend or protector. Surnames are a link to
centuries past, where they distinguished one’s livelihood.
These two have very much proven to be good friends and pro-
tectors of our East Texas natural history.

To take part in this incredible endeavor, either by scheduling
a group visit, volunteering, donating a collection, or donating
other resources such as an enclosed trailer, contact Godwin. He
can be reached at (936) 556-2289 or wgodwin@jarvis.edu. 

Jarvis Christian College is located in Hawkins on Highway 80.
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